Ms. Kirklin’s

9thth Grade English Language Arts
Work Hard.  Be Nice.  College Bound.

lkirklin@trilliumacademy.us
· Website:  kirklinela.weebly.com

· Ordering Scholastic Books:  http://pcool.scholastic.com/parentordering/login.jsp
User Name:  MsKirklin

                                                           Password:  books

· Check your student’s grades online at http://powerschool.therominegroup.com/public
This course will be the most challenging course in English Language Arts you have taken to date.  As young adults, you must begin looking at the world with a critical eye, and begin asking difficult questions that will shape your future philosophies and beliefs. In our readings this year, we attempt to answer the probing questions that perplex us all:  "Who are we?" ,"How do people think?" and “What is the right way to live?”  The final product is an enriching adventure into the world of literature, writing skills, vocabulary enhancement and preparation for future courses, the ACT, Michigan Merit, teacher generated examinations, and most importantly, becoming a life-long learner.   Please note, the following syllabus is tentative.
Overarching Themes

Texts
The Power of Storytelling 

Various short stories

Contemporary Literature

Koja’s Buddha Boy

- Integrity
Science Fiction



Farmer’s The House of the Scorpion
-The Power of the Individual
Classic Novella



Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
- Rights and Responsibilities
Shakespeare



 Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
- The Power of the Spoken Word
Required Materials

Pens/ Pencils/ Highlighters

1"-3" (your choice) Three Ring Binder 

6 Tab Dividers

Homework Folder (any pocket folder with 3-hole punch will work)

College Ruled Paper (notebooks or loose leaf…we use A LOT)

Sticky Notes

Big Goals
My big goals for this class are rigorous.  As a result, this class will challenge you.  By the end of the school year, our class will master 80% of the objectives set forth by the state.  90% of you will make significant gains in reading and writing (at least a 30-point gain) on the Perfomance Series.  Our class will aim for an 80% class average in Instant Word Power quizzes. What this means for you is hard work and dedication to succeed.  Because of these high expectations, any behaviors that might inhibit the teaching or learning in this class are absolutely unacceptable.  If it’s not okay in a college class, it’s not okay here.

Participation Points

Every day you start out with 5 free points.  These points become a major part of your daily grade.  You can lose and earn these points depending on behavior and focus.

Behavioral Code of Conduct

In order to have a professional and safe environment in which to learn, there are five guidelines you will be required to follow at all times.  If at any time these guidelines are disregarded, there will be appropriate consequences as per my classroom and the student handbook.  I take classroom disruption, misbehavior, and disrespectful actions very seriously and will apply severe, but fair consequences.

1.  Follow directions the first time they are given.  (1 participation point is deducted when you fail to follow my directions in a timely and appropriate manner.)

2.  Be on time.  (1 participation point is deducted every time you are tardy.  If you earn four or more tardies, you will serve a detention and lose points.)

3.  Be prepared.  (1 participation point is deducted every time you are not ready for class i.e. forgotten pencils, books, paper, etc.)

4.  Be courteous.  (1 participation point is deducted for rude remarks, gestures, defacing of property, etc. In extreme cases, all points for the week will be lost, and referrals will be written.)

5.  Be academic.  (1 participation point is deducted for being off-task, for having head on desk, or for doing any other activity other than your class work.)

 My guidelines apply to all students.  If you are given a verbal or nonverbal warning, consider that a point deduction.  If the disregarding of guidelines continues there will be a student- teacher conference, PCF, l detention, referral, conference with a parent, and/or suspension.  Depending on the situation, up to 25 participation points will be deducted for an extreme violation.  If you are suspended, you work will only be worth 50% of its original value.

Hall Passes

You will be using a student planner that contains hall passes.  You may use them at my discretion, not yours.   Use your passes wisely.  Learning is our top priority during class time.  Do not abuse your hall passes, or your rights will be revoked.  I reserve the right to deny you hall passage at any time.  

Grades

I use the standard grading scale as defined in the student handbook.  Everything we do in this class counts as a grade.  That means a lot of work for you, and for me.  Do not get behind on work.  It will be very difficult to catch up, and I am not required to give you make up work unless there are extenuating circumstances.  Do your work the first time and this will not be a problem for you.  Late work will not be accepted.
Absences

Do not miss my class.  When you are gone, you miss valuable information and work time when your classmates and I are available to assist you.  Schedule your appointments during non-academic classes.  If you must be absent, you are solely responsible for obtaining, and making up your work on your own time.  Ask three classmates before you ask me what you missed. Your make-up work will be due 1 day after the normal due date.  For example, if you miss school on a Tuesday, and the rest of the class turned the work in Wednesday, you must turn it in by Thursday.  I will not hunt you down to give you absent work.  If you don’t get it yourself, you will receive a zero on the assignment.  

Syllabus Verification

Please thoroughly review the syllabus with your parent(s)/guardian, and then sign the verification form below (both you and your parents must sign.)  Please detach this page only, and turn in by Monday.  The rest of your syllabus stays in your binder.
_______________________________________________________________________

By signing this slip, I _______________________certify that I have reviewed the

                                           (print parent/ guardian name)

syllabus and guidelines with my student ________________________________,







(print student name)

and agree to uphold the school and class policies as specified.  

____________________________        _________________________________

Parent Signature/ Date


         Student Signature/ Date

Parent Contact Info:  Required

Phone Number:  ____________________________

Email:______________________________________

***In this English Language Arts course we will be viewing several films as well as discussing many topics concerning the novels we study.  Some of these films are rated PG-13. In addition, this class will cover a wide variety of religions, cultures and beliefs as they pertain to literature.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  

Phone: (734) 374-8222 ext. 309
Email: lkirklin@trilliumacademy.us
My student has my permission to participate in all film viewings and discussions.

Student Name:

Parent Name:

Parent Signature:





